
Call for Artists in Hampshire 

 
 

Following in the footsteps of the highly acclaimed ‘Sitting with Jane’ art trail in 2017, Destination 

Basingstoke is bringing a second sculpture trail to Basingstoke in summer 2021. Hampshire Hogs 

will bring communities, businesses, culture and history together to celebrate the town in a vibrant 

and colourful way. It will not only be a momentous event 

for families to enjoy but also a celebration of our local 

community uniting and getting through challenging times 

together. Luckily, Hampshire Hogs are immune to 

Covid19, so whatever the situation this project can go 

ahead, as visitors can enjoy it in household groups on 

staycation. After entertaining, the legacy of Hampshire 

Hogs continues as many of the sculptures will be 

auctioned to raise vital funds for a local charity. It is a 

project we want to share with our local visual artists 

community. 

Sian Storey, well-known local artist, has already helped us 

by painting a small Hog to help you see how your Hog can provide an inspirational canvas for 

imaginative and colourful designs. 

What is Hampshire Hogs? 

Hampshire Hogs is a spectacular public art trail made up of 18 Hogs in and around Basingstoke, each 

individually designed by an artist and sponsored by a business, forming a free, fun, family-friendly 

trail of discovery for people to explore and enjoy. The trail will link locations – all with free public 

access which means even if other places are closed, the trail can remain open. It will be in place 

between the end of July and October 2021 and will be accompanied by a dedicated website and a 

fun, free to download app means physical contact with the Hogs is not necessary either.  

Hampshire Hogs is about partnerships. It aims to bring together the business and creative sectors 

with local communities and schools, to celebrate the character of the area and its history. This 

world-class, large-scale ‘Covid safe’ public event will: 

• Provide a trail throughout Basingstoke’s centre, parks and open spaces, encouraging 

thousands to become a ‘tourist in their own town’ and discover or rediscover their 

community  

• Increase awareness, footfall, dwell time and visitor spend – helping Basingstoke businesses 

recover from the pandemic 

• Engage local and regional professional artists and support new talent as they take their first 

steps in their professional career in an uncertain world  

• Attract regional and national visitors to Basingstoke and the surrounding areas  

• Showcase the creativity of Basingstoke, its heritage and culture  

• Raise essential funds for a local charity 

• Provide community engagement, fun and excitement! 

 



 

How can you get involved with this project?  

We are excited to invite any talented Hampshire based artists to get involved. Submit a suitable 

design or designs that will form part of a portfolio to be presented to the event sponsors in May 

2021. Should your design be selected, we will commission you to paint the design on one of the full 

sized Hampshire Hogs. The fee of £400 will be paid on completion of the Hog (if required, 30% can 

be paid on commission, 70% on completion). 

You will be acknowledged on the plaque which accompanies each hog and details of your design 

inspiration and name will appear in the app and on the website etc.  

Becoming a Hampshire Hog artist is a great way to increase your exposure to a wide audience and 

become associated with a very high profile project that is aiming to help the recovery from the 

pandemic by supporting local businesses, artists and injecting some colour and fun back into life in 

our town, we would love you to be part of it! 

What does the Hog look like?  

 

Your Hog is life sized and will be white and ready to paint (not pink like this one!) when you receive 

it. The hogs are made of fibreglass. Please note that there is some texture to the surface of the Hog, 

see below a close-up:  



 

Dimensions 

• Length : 165cm 
• Height :   75cm 
• Width :   40cm 
• Weight : 20kg 

 

 

 

 

 

Design Brief 

The Hampshire Hogs project is about celebrating Hampshire’s heritage in a colourful and 

inspirational way. We hope that artists are inspired by places, people, landscapes and ideas new and 

old that will help us celebrate our area in some way and the design brief is as wide as you would like 

it to be. We have no preconceptions of subject, colours or style.  

In particular, please remember that these designs are for public display so designs need to be 

appropriate for a wide-ranging audience including children. We are looking to showcase the hogs as 

part of Hampshire’s heritage and would also like to be sensitive to any animal welfare issues. The 

hogs will be touched and will be displayed outdoors, mainly in places with 24/7 public access, so it is 

important that there are no attachments to the body of the sculpture as these could cause injury or 

be removed, accidentally or on purpose. 

It is possible to paint the hog in your own art space or we can offer you a public creative space to 

paint in, this is a great opportunity to interact with people and explain your approach and inspiration 

and to get our audience excited before the full trail is unveiled.  

There may also be opportunities to work with schools or community groups to paint their own 

Hoglet (small pig!), if you are interested in this opportunity make sure you indicate this below. 

Please bear in mind that if you paint in your own art space, you will need to be responsible for the 

pick up and delivery of the hog to and from our determined location. Details of location will be 

shared at a later date, but will be in or around Basingstoke. 

The use of acrylic paints are recommended, and a specific varnish (provided) will need to be applied 

to complete the work, other artists materials are not provided.  

You will also need to be available to touch up paintwork or help repair any damage to the Hog while 

it is on display and after the trail has finished but before it is sold at auction. 

  



Timescales  

In these difficult times, our timetable may need to vary considerably from that shown below due to 

dependence on securing further sponsorship funds and other uncertainties. This could cause a delay 

of weeks or months in selecting designs, commissioning of artists and installation of the trail. 

However, if your design is selected, we will allow a minimum of 3 weeks for you to paint the Hog, 

and it must be completed by the deadline date, including varnishing. We will keep all selected artists 

up to date with any changes in the timetable. 

30 April – deadline for design submissions 

May 2021 – sponsors select preferred designs – artists informed if they have been selected and 

contracts signed with artists. All unsuccessful artists informed. 

June – Hogs ready for artists collection from Basingstoke 

5 July – All Hogs to be returned by the artists to Basingstoke location   

26 July – Installation of Hogs begins 

30 July – Trail launched 

12 October Trail ends 

End October – Auction of Hogs 

There is a possibility that Hogs, once painted, may be stored and the installation of the trail delayed 

until 2022 if funds for the installation are not fully secured in time. This won’t affect the payment of 

commissioned artists, who will be paid on completion of the work regardless of when the trail is 

installed. 

Who else is Involved? 

Destination Basingstoke will be managing the entire project 

from these early stages, to securing funding, operational 

delivery and social media. We are a small not-for-profit 

company that undertakes projects and events to promote the 

fantastic assets of this area. Destination Basingstoke also 

organises key local events such as the Basingstoke Half 

Marathon, The Hampshire OctoberFest, The Place to be Proud of Awards and the Inspire Business 

Awards. The Hampshire Hogs is another innovative way to instil civic pride and showcase places, 

people and creativity in our borough. 

 

There will be many other partners and sponsors involved with this project including: 

                  



 

 

Submission Form  (please submit a completed form for each design) 

 

Name of artist ____________________________________________________ 

Name for invoice, if different  _______________________________________ 

Address  ____________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________ 

 

Mobile  ____________________________________________________ 

Email  ____________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Design  _____________________________________________ 

 

Facebook/Twitter pages/tags__________________________________________________ 

 



Explain the inspiration for your design (this will appear on interpretative material about the trail)  

max 100 words 

 

Tell us a bit about yourself (this will appear on interpretative material about the trail) 

Max 100 words 

 

Tell us why you would like to be involved? 

 

 

 



 

 

Would you like to make use of a public painting space? If so, how many days do you estimate you 

will need to paint your hog?   YES  /  NO  

 

Number of studio days required  ______________________  

 

Would you be willing to help mentor a new artist? We are hoping to encourage some new graduate 

artists from local universities to submit designs, if any are successful, we hope that established 

artists will help support them as they go through the process of completing their first professional 

commission. 

YES  /  NO 

 

Would you be interested in working with a school or community group to help them design and 

paint their own Hoglet?  

YES  /  NO 

 

You can use the templates below to show your design ideas for both sides of the Hog. Feel free to 

provide other illustrations, examples of previous work would also be helpful. Submissions are ideally 

made electronically by email, but paper submissions are also accepted.  

You can submit up to 3 designs, but please complete a separate submission form for each. 

Please submit your designs to: 

Nina.soane@destinationbasingstoke.co.uk  

Or post /deliver to: 

Destination Basingstoke 

Grove House 

Lutyens Close 

Basingstoke 

RG24 8AG 

 

All submissions must arrive by 30 April 2021 

 

  

mailto:Nina.soane@destinationbasingstoke.co.uk


  



 


